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ArtRisk

RISK CONTROL OF MONUMENTS, ART AND COMPUTE
APPLICATIONS FOR LANDSCAPE ORGANIZATION

The ArtRisk project builds on the following consi-
derations:

* Landscape organization and management in Europe
has always had a direct relationship to Cultural He-
ritage, not only because soil disturbance may threaten
Heritage conservation, but because Heritage remains
are embodied in the landscape, defining its identity,
and thus the identity of local populations;

« Architectural and Artistic remains from all periods
are the core elements of the Heritage built in the
landscape; they enable the establishment of routes
and clusters that may condition the development
and sustainability of those territories; Heritage
remains are often considered as isolated features,
but this diminishes their value, since they are the
material link between past and Future;

In less-favoured regions, namely those facing pro-

blems of depopulation, monuments and past artistic
remains may act as structural elements for the reor-
ganization of the management of landscape resour-
ces; this is so in many regions, but those regions face
the danger that they may lose their foundations com-
pletely if there is a catastrophic destruction of the
Heritage; this has been the case where massive areas
have been flooded by artificial lakes, been affected
by seismic activity or been devastated by fires.
Every year, the impact of major catastrophes de-
stroys or conceals vast areas of Heritage. All partners
involved in the project have extensive experience in
rescuing and monitoring such impacts.
The aim of the current project is to establish a com-
mon European strategy to face those perils, both at
predictive and rescue levels, In order to do so, a first
area of intensive attention has been selected: the
Tagus valley, where, over 30 years ago, a dam floo-
ded the greater part of the largest Holocene rock-
art complex in the Iberian Peninsula, one of the
largest in Europe. A portion survives in the area of
Magdo, a region dominated by the exploitation of
forest resources, and it forms the core of the Prehi-
storic Art Museum, This art, together with other
monumental remains, is a crucial element for the
region's development in terms both of identity and
economy (tourism).
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The context is not a new one, but the p
addresses the need to establish a set of proc
in similar cases. It does so by defining a series o
activities and by exploring, in several contexts, the
relationship of Heritage to fire and water: an ambi-
valent relationship, since water a
menaces to current Heri ins, but
a major impact on most of them in the P
Planned activities follow different and complemen-
tary strategies: portable material products (@hibi-
tion, quide) that may act as starting poi
scussions with Heritage management
various countries; virtual products that may
for further monitoring exercises elsewhere in £
(GIS, web-site} and a specific concentrat
cation of procedures, involving conserva
dissermination (Pego da Rainha-Ocreza).
As a result of this network, several tools hav
prepared:

1. An itinerant exhibition on the impact of natural
catastrophes (fires, eart s and fl
European major Heritage based on
sites in Portugal (Tagus), Spain (Guadian Iy
(Alps and Naples), and Romania (Danube Delfa) -
this exhibition will address, in particular, the rele-
vance of this Heritage for the identity and dewelop-
ment of those regions;

2. this folder, that you may use and to w
may add new files;

3.a GIS application designed
gered areas in Europe, associated with a
exhibition on the role of the art related to t
of agro-pastoralism;

in

4. a web-site to disseminate the project
(www.paamt pt/ArtRisk);

5. the study and conservation of affected prehist
art sites, including a documentation
ternational teams involving all partners, wi
framework of a strategy designed to mak
accessible to the wider public;

6. the establishment of a European Network on the
control of risk and damage to landscape Herit
to be open to any institution outside the ¢

partnership.




WHY A EUROPEAN NETWORK
FOR NATURAL HAZARDS
AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE ?

Mowadays Europe is the territory of contrasts
and economical globalization. Inside this terni-
tory, culture stands out as the key element
which can link people thoughts and feelings,
which can make people conscious about their
double identity - as European citizens and as
their distinct countries citizens,

Only culture can promote the equality between
the diverse values, true values in their different
forms, the general truth contained in every
value. Culture means the past melted in the
present, the reason of today's action and the
seed of tomorrow’s dreams,

And this is enough to demonstrate the
importance of keeping alive the culture’s
different forms.

It is possible, from a reason or another, in the
whirl of life, to forget some of our defining
features. Then we have only to look at the im-
pressive number of silent and immobile witnes-
ses of the past and we shall be ourselves again
But if there is no witness, there is no memory
to get back. No matter how immaterial is the
result; the start is a material one. This material
side of our memory has to be protected for

ourselves and for those who will come
To preserve these traces which tell the history
of our continent and explain our very nature is

our task. It is not easy but it has to be done. By
everyone and by all together, Using everyone
intelligence and the capacity of all. Using eve-
ryone skills and the capacity of all. That means
working inside an extended network, a European
Network. Among the elements which have a
strong impact on the material heritage, natural
hazards are the most destructive. Among all the
representatives of the immobile heritage, the
most exposed is the archaeological one

Thiis is why the connection among many cultural
European institutions in a European Network
for Natural Hazards and Archaeological
Heritage is so urgent and useful A network
linking cultural institutions with great experience
and similar problems means more effective re-
sults. It means also an increase of the specialists’
mobility which result is the collaboration and
successful implementation of those projects
orientated to the lasting development of the
European integrated system.

And the last but the most important tar-
get of such a network is to enlarge the
horizon for every citizen, to make them
conscious about their roots, about their
identity and about the importance of
keeping the past alive in order to have a
future.




Risks

FIRE

The fires in 2003 in Central Portugal
have affected in a severe way the region
of Alto Hl},mtu-]r- Out of the . 450000 ha
of the region, 162.000 have burned
(36%), having a dramatic impact in daily
live of the local populations. People lost
houses, jobs and other assets and, among
this, hundreds of archaeological sites we
re also affected

To face the impact of such fires on the
Heritage implied, first of all, to approach
the issue of priorities: how to discuss the
protection of sites when ot her most rele
vant catastrophes were occurring?
The regional network of NGOs, scholars
(Polyvtechnic Institute of Tomar) and mu
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This world, which is the same for all, no one gods or men has
made; but it was ever, and is now, and ever shall be eternal fire
Fire lives the death of air and air lives the death of fire

and Environenmtal Park of the Middle
Tagus™ has, first, stressed the importance
of recognising timt [i!l’_‘l‘,\ﬁ" sites were atta

ched to the memories and identities of
the region, their destruction having cul

tural, moral and economic implications
It was explaimed that the material memo-
ries of the landscape (settlements, rock
art, necropolis, irrigation systems, field

) once lost would potentially

svstems, et
accelerate the processes of depopulation
of the rural areas. Deprived of econamie
resources and of moral reasons to reco-
gnise their identities, people, specially
young people, would tend to abandon

land. Therefore, there would be an impact

not only on tourism (loss of ]]|.1-:1'\ to

visit) but also in the other dimensions of
regional socio-economics. The conclusion
was il at, i bimes it major stress .1"-.-1h':'!-'>l.',
it was crucial to validate the role of cultu

ral heritage in the re-construction of the
landscape in a process respecting its cul

tural traditions and diversity

There was a perception that the fires,
having destroyed the vegetation, would
have two main physical effects on the
sites: the destruction of surface layers
';:l.l.11||.'|'_. detac hlr'll-‘,, layers of rocks by ther

mal action) and the crawling of structures
(previously sustained by the vegetation)
A third, indirect, effect would be the de

struction of sites by machines having to
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clean and '!-.'pld'l t the burned forest. In




























